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NATIONAL ALUMNI COUNCIL
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Welcome to Conference 2012; IMAGINE
We are pleased that you are here with us in the magical land of Disney to enjoy the UNCF 66 th National
Alumni Council/54th National Pre-Alumni Council Leadership Conference. Outstanding workshops,
informative speakers and glitzy events have been planned for you. We challenge you to get involved, attend,
and revel in the events planned for you. And Imagine!
As my term as president of the National Alumni Council (NAC) comes to an end at this conference, I want to
thank you and the board of directors of the NAC for your support which enabled us to further advance the
NAC and its mission.
Because of this support we were able to achieve the following:
Establish a loan program to provide financial assistance to newly established Inter-Alumni Councils
(IAC’s) and help them plan successful fundraising activities
Establish a NAC scholarship program designed to provide financial assistance to graduating senior to help
them meet their financial obligations in order to graduate
Establish an Endowed Scholarship Program
Establish the Hall of Honor to further recognize our outstanding alumni by displaying their pictures as a
class, at the UNCF headquarters in Fairfax, Virginia (soon to relocated to Washington, DC)
Establish the Alumni Reclamation Committee to develop and implement strategies to reclaim alumni and
encourage them to become actively involved with the NAC and UNCF
Established the Fundraising Committee that planned a successful NAC cruise this past fall
Established new IACs in San Diego, CA and Indianapolis, IN, along with reactivating IACs in Atlanta,
Houston and Dallas
Created a strategic plan which will chart and direct the future of the NAC in the critical areas of
fundraising, council development, advocacy and increased membership.
It has been my pleasure to serve as your president, and I am so appreciative of your support, commitment, and
dedication. I would like to extend special thanks to several members of the board: Angela Evans and Dorothy
Colson for serving as Conference co-chairs; Dr. Marion Bell and Chase Gayden for publishing the quarterly
e-notes and our spectacular Newsletters; Sheryl Good for chairing the Strategic Development Committee; Joyce
Delk and Veronica Nesbitt for planning the NAC cruise; Dr. Kathryn Worthen for chairing the Alumni
Reclamation Committee; Lauretta Moore for serving so brilliantly as NPAC Liaison; and finally, Dr. Rubye
Taylor-Drake for being my mentor, confidante and friend. I extend kudos to several members of the UNCF
staff: Christal Cherry, Kristina Broughton, John Donahue, and especially Maurice Jenkins. I will always be
grateful for your guidance and commitment to me and the NAC.
(Continued on next page)
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As I look back on my four years as president, I am pleased that the board and I have achieved many
accomplishments, but our goal has always been to leave the NAC better than we found it. I sincerely believe we
have achieved that! As the poet Robert Frost stated, "The woods are lovely, dark, and deep, But I have promises
to keep, And miles to go before I sleep." We still have many miles to go to lead the NAC to fulfill its pro
mises to establish and reactivate more IACs and to increase our fundraising efforts to support the UNCF. My
challenge to the new administration is simply this: “Do, achieve, and dream more than we did!” If you do this,
you will definitely leave the NAC better than you found it. If we all work together towards this common
goal, our accomplishments will be immeasurable. An old Ethiopian proverb states, "When spider webs unite
they can tie up a lion." Let us be like spider webs and unite together! May God bless you and may His glory
always shine upon you.
Always,

David E. Miller
David E. Miller, Esq.
President
National Alumni Council/UNCF
Nacpresident08@yahoo.com

Presidential Moments 
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THE 66th NAC/54th NPAC/UNCF LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
The UNCF NAC/NPAC Annual Leadership Conference will be held February 1 - 5,
2012, at the Coronado Springs Resort at Disney World. The Conference is a 4-day
symposium filled with excellent opportunities for networking, motivational, and
educational workshops and events for alumni, pre-alumni (students), college
presidents, and UNCF staff. Additionally, current and potential supporters of
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) will show and renew their
commitment to increasing educational opportunities for minority students.
The Conference workshops/presentations are designed to establish a climate of collegiality and information exchange. The focus will be on preparing attendees for leadership and action. It enables the NAC/NPAC to implement its mission of assuring
educational access and opportunity for deserving minority scholars. This is the time when outstanding
alumni of the 38 UNCF institutions are celebrated, the NAC Legacy Award (Soledad O‟Brian 2012 honoree) is
presented, and Miss UNCF is crowned. The Conference is the pinnacle event of the NAC and is supported
by UNCF through staffing and resources. UNCF delights in this opportunity through the Leadership Conference to highlight the accomplishments of its alumni and students and welcomes participation and partnerships with corporate, community, and individual donors.
Information about registration has been posted at www.uncf.org.

NAC GIANT TRANSITIONS
The funeral services for Mr. Earnest Fair „79, faithful member and two term
president of the Chicago IAC, Past-President of the National Alumni Council,
articulate and informed supporter of historically black colleges and universities,
and UNCF, were held on October 9th at the Chicago Allen Metropolitan CME
church.
He was a blessing to so many, and his numerous awards (over 250) for
commendable service are indicative of his many contributions to his fraternity
(Omega), his church, his alma maters (Johnson C. Smith and the Atlanta School
of Social Work), his community, and other civic organizations. Thank you, Mr.
Fair, for leaving this world a better place!

Alumnus of Edward Waters College makes History
This year, the city of Jacksonville, FL elected its first ever African-American mayor,
Alvin Brown. Mr. Brown is an alumnus of Edward Waters College and brings a wealth
of leadership experience to his new role. Brown has been a manager in corporate
America and a high level official in the Clinton Administration. Prior to the election,
Brown served as an Executive in Residence at Jacksonville University‟s Davis School of
Business. He is the past president and CEO of the Willie Gary Classic Foundation, an
organization that helps provide scholarships for historically black colleges. On May
17, 2011 Jacksonville voters chose Alvin Brown to lead the city. He assumed office July
1, 2011. Brown ran on his vision of “taking Jacksonville to the next level” through job
creation, downtown revitalization, and making education and public safety top priorities. Brown officially took office as Mayor of Jacksonville, FL in June 2011.
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DILLARD APPOINTS DR. WALTER KIMBROUGH AS
UNIVERSITY'S SEVENTH PRESIDENT
Dillard University‟s board of trustees has chosen Walter M. Kimbrough,
Ph.D., to lead the university as its seventh president. Dr. Kimbrough will
assume the post on July 1, 2012.
“We are thrilled to bring such an energetic, visionary leader to Dillard,”
says board chair Joyce M. Roché. “Dr. Kimbrough is uniquely well-suited
to help the university build on its strengths and chart a strategic course for
the future.”
Dr. Kimbrough joins Dillard after serving for seven years as president
of Philander Smith College in Little Rock, Ark., where he orchestrated
a remarkable revitalization effort. Under his leadership, the college dramatically increased student recruitment and graduation rate. The university
also adopted a new mission and greatly raised its stature by focusing on its core values and history as an
HBCU and a charter member of the United Negro College Fund.
Dr. Kimbrough, who is among the youngest college presidents in the nation, is known for his active use of
social media to engage and stay connected with students. “The depth of Dr. Kimbrough‟s dedication to stu
dents is inspiring,” says Dr. Roché. “He is successful because he puts students‟ success above all else.” Dr.
Kimbrough and his wife, Adria Nobles Kimbrough, associate general counsel with the University of Arkansas
System, are the proud parents of two children: Lydia Nicole, 5; and Benjamin Barack, 2.

Dillard Announces $25 Million NIH Grant to
Benefit Health Disparities Research
Dillard University has been awarded a $25 million National Institutes of Health (NIH)
grant to further expand its research infrastructure and initiatives regarding health
disparities. The grant was formally announced on Oct. 24 in Dillard‟s Professional
Schools and Sciences Building by Dr. John Ruffin, director of the National Institute on
Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD) of the NIH. The grant, which will be
disbursed over a five-year period, will enable Dillard University to:
Recruit between five and seven additional tenure-track faculty with research emphases in epidemiology, bioinformatics, clinical research, and other related
disciplines to participate in health disparities research.
Expand its CORE (Capacity-Outreach-Research Endowment) health disparities program in the community
and globally.
Recruit and support talented, underrepresented students to engage in research regarding eliminating
health disparities.
Recruit an internationally recognized scholar/researcher as an endowed chair to engage in and expand
cross-disciplinary research.
The grant will provide $5 million for each of the next five years to the university’s research endowment. Earnings on the
endowment funds will go to expand Dillard’s research capacity and infrastructure. The award will have a major impact
on Dillard’s Schools of Nursing and Public Health and increase cross-disciplinary research between the Departments of
STEM and Social Sciences, said Dillard provost and senior vice president for academic affairs, Dr. Phyllis Worthy
Dawkins, who is the grant’s other principal investigator. “What’s so exciting about this award is that it not only
strengthens and advances current research activity, but it will also facilitate the hiring of additional stellar research
faculty, including an endowed chair and a number of endowed research professors,” Dr. Dawkins said. “All of this
dramatically advances undergraduate research by enabling us to recruit, support, and mentor additional students in health
disparities and related research.”
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Miss Benedict College 2010-2011
Featured in September Issue of Ebony Magazine
Miss Benedict College 2010-2011, Tiffany Sorrells, was featured in Ebony
Magazine's Historically Black Colleges and Universities Queens issue in
September. HBCU queens participated in an online voting competition,
with voters basing their selection on the queens' biographies and videos.
The top 10 winners were featured in the magazine. More than 2 million
votes were cast for the campus queens, and Ms. Tiffany Sorrells placed
third in the online competition. Ms. Sorrells, a 2011 political science gra
duate, is elated about being chosen to represent her College. "Being
chosen as one of the top ten HBCU Queens to be featured in Ebony Maga
zine has given me great honor,” said Ms. Sorrells. “It was a pleasure to be
around other campus queens and share our experiences together as we
did our photo shoots. Igive thanks to my Benedict College family and eve
ryone who took the time out to vote for me to have this opportunity."
While at Benedict College, Ms. Sorrells, a Social Circle, Georgia native,
participated in numerous activities at the college and in the community.
She was also involved with her community by becoming a part of Sis
ter to Sister and Distinguished Young Women‟s Club, where she mentors
young girls in a Christian Foundation. Ms. Sorrells was Miss Phi Beta Sigma 2009-2010. Tiffany was bus
iness manager of her freshman class and a member of the NAACP, the School of Honors, and Alpha Kap
pa Alpha Sorority, Inc., where she served as treasurer. Tiffany has participated in several pageants, including
Miss Black Walton County, Miss Teen Georgia, and Miss Teen U.S.A.
All queens chosen in voting order were: Desiree Williams, Hampton University; Ashley N. Graham, South
Carolina State University; Tiffany Sorrells, Benedict College; De‟Jonique Garrison, Clark Atlanta University;
Jasmine Gurley, North Carolina A&T State University; Ashlee Thomas, Howard University; Charnee‟ PearsonStarling, Bennett College; Charlena Kennedy, Bethune-Cookman University; Neshaszda Brown, Albany State
University; and Breana Watkins, Tuskegee University.

Xavier First HBCU and First Lousiana University
Awarded A Confucius Institute

Senior Administrators from Xavier University of Louisiana have signed a historic agreement that will make
Xavier the first HBCU and the first university in Louisiana to establish A Confucius Institute (CI). There are
only 80 CIs in the United States. Dr. Loren J. Blanchard, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, led a
four-member delegation that consisted of Dr. Monique Guillory, Special Assistant to the Administration; Dr.
Rosalind Hale, Chair of Xavier‟s Division of Education; and Ms. Julia Wilson, an international consultant.
In the process of developing the focus for the Institute, Xavier has partnered with Hebei University in Baoding,
China. The two universities recently formalized their collaborative agreement upon the opening of the 6th
Annual Confucius Institute Conference in Beijing. Xavier‟s CI application was the only one approved in con
junction with this meeting. Joint programming for Xavier‟s CI will specifically target language instruc
tion (Mandarin and English), Education, Pharmacy and Art.
“Hebei University and Xavier share the same vision for a Confucius Institute at Xavier,” said Professor Wang
Hongrui, President of Hebei University. “We have appreciated the opportunity to learn more about this historic
institution, and we look forward to a long and mutually beneficial partnership.”
“We are pleased to embark on this partnership with Hebei University and to share with our students China‟s
remarkable language, history, and culture,” said Xavier President Norman C. Francis. “We are confident
that this exchange will provide our students unprecedented access to Asia particularly at this critical historic
moment of increased globalization,” Francis said.
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Former Claflin University President
& Tougaloo College Distinguished Alumnus Dies
Dr. Oscar A. Rogers, Jr., the seventh president of Claflin University, died at the age of 82.
He served as president of the Orangeburg private institution from 1984 to 1994. Under
his leadership, Claflin strengthened its endowment, raised enrollment and completed
two major fundraising campaigns. Perhaps Rogers' greatest contribution to Claflin was
strengthening its fundraising capacity, according to Vice President for Institutional
Advancement the Rev. Whittaker V. Middleton. At the advent of the Rogers administration, he made fundraising a top priority. He launched the university's first two capital
campaigns, the first with a goal of $3.5 million and the second with a $5 million
benchmark. Both campaigns exceeded their goals. Middleton noted Rogers also was
instrumental in reducing and eliminating Claflin's debts. Rogers was born in 1928 in
Natchez, Miss. He completed his undergraduate work at Tougaloo College and later
received a bachelor of sacred theology degree from Harvard University Divinity School.

Tougaloo College Alumna Receives
Biomedical Science Careers Program (BSCP) Hope Scholarship and
the UNCF/Merck Graduate Science Research Dissertation Fellowship
Most recently, Angel Byrd received the Biomedical Science Careers Program (BSCP)
Hope Scholarship and the UNCF/Merck Graduate Science Research Dissertation
Fellowship, recognizing her as one who is “changing the face of science, one mind at a
time.” These achievements earned her national recognition on the 33rd Annual UNCF
An Evening of Stars® program. In April 2002, she was accepted into the Early Identification Program (EIP) at Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University and
completed her undergraduate studies at Tougaloo in 2004, graduating magna cum
laude. Given the richness of her undergraduate experience in both basic and clinical
research projects, she was keen to combine both, deciding to pursue an M.D./Ph.D.
Currently, she is working in the laboratory of Dr. Jonathan Reichner at Brown. Her
thesis details the phosphoproteomic analysis of primary human neutrophils and may
have implications for a variety of immune and autoimmune disorders. Angel frequently
speaks to high school and college students about a career in science and medicine. After completing her Ph.D.,
she will return to medical school to finish the remaining two clinical years of her M.D.

Tougaloo College Alumnus Installed as
88th President of the National Dental Association
Dr. Roy L. Irons, a 1972 graduate of Tougaloo College, was recently inaugurated as the
88th President of the National Dental Association. Roy L. Irons, DDS, a native of
Corinth, Mississippi, earned his bachelor‟s degree in chemistry at Tougaloo College in
1972 and his dental degree from the University of Iowa in 1976. Following graduation,
he spent the next four years in the United States Navy, serving as a General Dentist in
Gulfport, Mississippi. In 1980, Dr. Irons returned to the Gulf Coast to establish his
highly successful dental practice, the Gulf Coast Dental Center in Gulfport,
Mississippi, providing much needed high-quality dental care and treatment options in
a part of the country often overlooked. "I am a strong advocate of the dental
profession and higher education in general, I want to mentor future dental
professionals and secure scholarship funds for deserving minority dental students,”
said Dr. Irons, the first president of the NDA from Mississippi in over sixty years.
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BENNETT ALUMNA - NEW MEMBER OF NORTH CAROLINA HALL OF FAME
Andrea Harris (Bennett College - class of 1970) has been inducted into the
North Carolina Hall of Fame at the North Carolina Governor‟s Conference
for Women in Charlotte, North Carolina. The North Carolina Governor‟s
Conference for Women is a powerful annual conference convening more
than 1,500 women from across the state for energizing dialogue on a
variety of women's issues. Launched in 2006 (then as the North Carolina
Conference for Women), this day-long experience includes a mix of
dynamic speakers, entertainment, and an interactive expo for networking,
information sharing, and education.
The mission of the organization is to provide a platform for women of all
ages and backgrounds across North Carolina to network with peers and
become informed on timely issues that are of value to today‟s women.
Andrea is the president and co-founder of the North Carolina Minority
Economic Development Institute. Her contributions to various groups
throughout the state have been formidable! Andrea has also received the
UNCF Outstanding Alumnus Award.

NOTED AUTHOR, TERRY MCMILLAN, VISITS BENNETT COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
The hushed audience watched in awe as Terry McMillan,
noted author and screenwriter, found her way to the podium
of Bennett College‟s Annie Merner Pfeiffer Chapel. A recent
guest of the College‟s “Lift Every Voice” Speaker Series,
McMillan read from critically acclaimed, Getting to Happy ,and
offered words of encouragement to the Bennett students. The
journey wasn‟t an easy one for this literary genius.
She recalled the daily chore of rising at 5:00am just so she
could write for two hours. With her son in tow, this single
mother would edit her material on the subway ride to work.
According to McMillan, her efforts were never done because
she aspired to be famous. “You can‟t sit down to write a
best-seller; you can‟t do it, and you won‟t do it,” she said.
“When you‟re young, don‟t worry so much about getting
published; worry about finding your own voice.”

President Julianne Malveauz and
The Honorable Alma Adams
Welcome Terry McCmillan.

She also encouraged the Bennett Belles to never give up on their passion. “No matter the doubters, if someone
tries to tell you not to do what makes you happy, don‟t listen to them. They lived their lives the way they
wanted to and now it‟s your turn,” she added.
McMillan shared her excitement with being able to impart wisdom to the Bennett Belles. “I don‟t get the
opportunity to talk to Black students, especially young female women, and from the bottom of my heart, I just
have to say this feeling is… wow,” she said.
The author couldn‟t part without sharing a few details about the upcoming film, Getting to Happy, the sequel
for Waiting to Exhale. With Forrest Whitaker back in the directing chair, the newly finished screenplay is ready
for filming. “There‟s also a strong chance that the same four women will be cast,” McMillan said with a grin.
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BENNETT COLLEGE FOR WOMEN ALUMNA
BECOMES ITS LARGEST DONOR
Although Joyce Martin Dixon, class of 1956, has consistently
given to Bennett and Bennett is in her will, she decided not to wait to
give her alma mater one million dollars this year. Dr. Martin is the cofounder of Creative Management Technology, INC (CMT), a government services contracting firm. She and her husband watched their
company grow to 550 employees and received countless performance
awards. Dr. Dixon‟s philanthropic works have made her the recipient
of a Bennett College “Woman of Substance Award” and the Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters. Along with many other awards, she has
received the UNCF Outstanding Alumna Award, the Minority Access,
Inc. “National Role Model Award,” and was named the Brevard County
Woman of Distinction. In October, Bennett dedicated the Martin Dixon
Intergenerational Center in honor of the family of Dr. Joyce Martin Dixon. The building sits on the exact site
where Joyce‟s father ran a two-chair barbershop.

WILEY COLLEGE TO HOST EXHIBITION DEBATE

Wiley announced at a news conference that the Melvin B. Tolson/Denzel Washington Forensics Society
will host an exhibition debate with the University of Southern California on January 27, 2012, during the Col
lege's Ethical Student Leadership Conference. Pictured from left at the news conference are Mr. Cary Chavis,
a senior at Wiley; Mr. Christopher Medina, Director of Forensics at Wiley; and Mr. Chad Mossman, a senior at
Wiley. Mr. Chavis and Mr. Mossman will participate in the debate.
The two schools first met 77 years ago when they competed before an audience of 1,100, with Wiley, under
the direction of Professor Melvin B. Tolson, earning the victory. The 2007 movie, "The Great Debaters," tells
the story of this historic win, but in the movie, the team debates Harvard University.
“Wiley College and the University of Southern California first met in a country divided by color lines. I am
proud that all these years later, these schools will meet in a country that celebrates differences, knows that
skin color is no determinant of intelligence, and recognizes that we share a common humanity, “said Dr. Hay
wood L. Strickland, President and CEO of Wiley College. The Melvin B. Tolson/Denzel Washington For
ensics Society, with the help of a gift from Denzel Washington, returned to competition three years ago and has
made great strides since that time. The team ranked in the top 10 in the 2011 Pi Kappa Delta National Tour
nament, and is currently ranked third in debate sweepstakes.

WINTER 2012

PAGE 10

UNCF-National Alumni Council

BENEDICT COLLEGE
WINS NATIONAL CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AWARD
Benedict College is among six educational institutions from across the country
to receive the Higher Education Civic Engagement Award, by The Washing
ton Center for Internships and Academic Seminars. Benedict College was presented
the award during the Washington Center's annual awards luncheon, on Monday,
October 3, 2011 in Washington, DC, at the National Press Club.
Dr. David H. Swinton, President and CEO of Benedict College and Mrs. Tonda
leya Jackson, Director of Service-Learning and Leadership Development, accept
ed the award on Benedict College‟s behalf. “The faculty, staff, and students of Ben
edict College have provided countless hours of service and dedication to the sur
rounding community. We are humbled by this honor and take pride in seeing
our campus continually embody the essence of being powers for good through
service-learning,” said Tondaleya Jackson.
“Benedict College is a genuine role model for civic engagement in the academic community,” said Dr. David
H. Swinton. “The college is educating students with a quality that can‟t be learned in the classroom alone,
the importance of getting involved, giving back and making a difference.”
“The Higher Education Civic Engagement Awards were created in 2009 to find colleges and univer
sities that are true role models for civic engagement in the academic community,” said Mike Smith, presi
dent of The Washington Center. “Benedict College has created an environment that brings students and com
munity organizations together, showing that the best and most well-rounded academic experience is not just
defined by classroom learning.”
The other institutions receiving the 2011 Higher Education Civic Engagement Award are Augsburg College,
DePaul University, Duke University, Florida Gulf Coast University, and San Francisco State University.
Honorees were chosen among 140 nominees based upon their leadership in community programs and pro
jects.

BENEDICT COLLEGE RANKED AMONG
TOP BACCALAUREATE COLLEGES FOR THE
SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR BY WASHINGTON MONTHLY
For the second consecutive year, Benedict College has been ranked as one of the nation‟s
best Baccalaureate Institutions by Washington Monthly magazine in its September/Octo
ber issue. This year, Benedict College is ranked No. 15 in the listing. The rankings
are based on three broad categories: “social mobility” (recruiting and graduating low-in
come students); “research” (producing cutting-edge scholarship and PhDs); and
“service” (encouraging students to give something back to their country).
“We are very proud of being acknowledged again by Washington Monthly for the oppor
tunities we offer students and for our students‟ commitment to serving our com
munities,” said Dr. David H. Swinton, President and CEO of Benedict College. “The commitment of our stu
dents, faculty and staff to serve others and impact the world for good is amazing. We are working hard to
produce a high quality, motivating academic environment at Benedict that also persuades students to be
engaged and creative citizens. To be ranked among the Top 50 two years in a row demonstrates that our
mission for excellence is bearing fruit.”
In a news release, Washington Monthly’s editors stated, “higher education, after all, isn‟t just important for
undergraduates. We all benefit when colleges produce groundbreaking research that drives economic growth,
when they offer students from low-income families the path to a better life, and when they shape the character
of future leaders.”
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BENNETT COLLEGE FRESHWOMAN
FEATURED IN ABC’S EXTREME MAKEOVER
The Friday December 2, ABC‟s Extreme Makeover, Home Edition, featured the family of Bennett College
freshwoman, Dominique Walker. The difficulties of living in their cramped Massachusetts home was mag
nified when Dominique‟s eleven-year-old brother, Carl Walker, committed suicide as a result of bullying. Ded
icated to raising awareness against this rising epidemic, the Walker family has gained national recognition for
their Stand Together awareness campaign. While the makeover crew demolished and rebuilt theWalker home,
the family was whisked away to Hollywood where they met the Kardashian sisters and attended the live
concerts of Cody Simpson and Demi Lovoto. With the Kardashians in tow, Dominique was treated to a shop
ping spree at Sears. As a political science major, the Bennett student was thrilled to learn that she was invited
to serve as an intern for the congressional representative from Massachusetts. Dominique is the recipient of
the inaugural UNCF/Hausman Family Charitable Trust Scholarship.
For more information or to view the Walker family episode, go online to:
http://abc.go.com/watch/extreme-makeover-home-edition/SH559052/VD55156094/walker-family-part-1.

INTER-ALUMNI COUNCIL (IAC) NEWS
The Columbus Inter-Alumni Council is partnering with the Columbus Chapter of Top Ladies of Distinction
and The Merrymakers Club to host "An Evening of Stars" viewing Party on January 29, 2012 from 6:00 pm10:00 pm. All donations will go to UNCF. For more information, please call Veronica Nesbitt at 614-9375116.

LAS VEGAS METROPOLITAN INTERALUMNI COUNCIL
The Las Vegas Metropolitan Inter Alumni Council/UNCF in conjunction with 100 Black Men of Las Vegas
under the leadership of member Dr. Harvey Williams, a graduate of Arkansas A & M, Pine Bluff, and IAC
members Natasha Banks-Williams, Nakia Barker, Sebern Coleman, Melody Birdsong, and Keshia Daniels
conducted a series of workshops for high school juniors and seniors and their parents, November 9 th, 10th,
16th, and 17th, 2011. The workshops were held at 100 Academy of Excellence where member Peggy Selma is
the principal. Over 150 students and parents attended these workshops. The purpose was to expose students
to the benefits of Historically Black Colleges and Universities and to help them locate scholarships.
The same group will conduct follow-up workshops in February, 2012. The focus of the February work
shops is to guide students and parents step-by-step on how to complete Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
forms. The members will also provide the students with additional information regarding UNCF member
institutions.
Alberta S. Mitchell, President
Las Vegas Inter Alumni Council/UNCF

RED TAILS - MOVIE ABOUT TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
RED TAILS is an intriguing, exciting, suspenseful, and extremely well-made movie. It will open in theaters
around the country on January 20. Twenty years in the making, it is George Lucas‟s story of the Tuskegee Airmen. Because many efforts have been made to thwart its production and distribution, we must make a statement that thousands are indeed interested in seeing a film about this valuable, unknown part of American history. Tell as many people as you can about this "must-see movie” so that we can push the numbers off the
chart. PLEASE PLAN NOW TO SEE THE MOVIE WHEN IT PLAYS IN A THEATER NEAR YOU!!
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VERONICA NESBITT SCHOLARSHIP AWARD ESTABLISHED
Veronica Nesbitt, NAC, was honored recently when the Columbus, OH, Philander Smith Alumni Association (COPSAA) named
their Annual Scholarship Award, the Veronica Nesbitt Scholarship
Award. Although Veronica works extremely hard for her alma
mater, she never expected such an honor. Additional sponsoring
organizations were: Columbus, Detroit, Dayton and
Cincinnati
AKA‟s; Renaissance, Michigan Metro and Toledo Top Ladies of
Distinction; Black Methodists for Church Renewal; The United
Methodist Church, and the Columbus IAC. The 2011 Luncheon
proceeds, in the amount of $5,000.00, will be presented to
Philander Smith College to be used in the Presidential Scholars
Seated L-R Veronica Nesbitt- honoree; Joann Harris- Treasurer
Standing L-R Ada Norwood, GCPSAA President; Toka Nesbitt RaneyProgram. Ms. Nesbitt also received the NAC Distinguished
Columbus (COPSAA), Tiffany Nesbitt Martin-Columbus, Soloist; Ronald
Alumnus Award in 2004.

UNCF CAPACITY BUILDING CONFERENCE
Pictured are: Dr. Kathryn F. Worthen (Philander Smith College),
Dr. Julianne Malveaux, President of Bennett College, and Sheryl
Good ( Benedict College) at a Town Hall meeting during the UNCF
Institute for Capacity Building Conference recently held in Atlanta,
GA. During this meeting, members of the NAC Strategic Planning
Development Group met with Inter-Alumni Council presidents to
provide updates on the Strategic Development Plan implementation.

Got 5 minutes?...
Support and Save HBCUs
National Alumni Council members, Pre-Alumni Council members, Inter-Alumni Council members, National
Alumni Association members, friends and supporters of higher
education, the time has come for all to join
in the campaign to save historically black colleges and universities‟ (HBCUs) funding. There have been
numerous articles written to support HBCUs, specifically Title III, Part B, “Strengthening Historically Black
Colleges and Universities,” of the Higher Education Act. Now more than ever, it‟s time to let our collective
voices reach our elected officials.
Take just five minutes to send a letter to your elected officials. Go to www.uncf.org/advocacy and click on the
“Take Action” tab. There you will find a letter template with editable text to send to the President of the
United States, Vice President of the United States, your U.S. Senators, and your U.S. House Representatives.
Let us start the New Year with a resolution to save and support HBCUs. Let us continue their legacy. Do you
have five minutes? Of course, we all do. Let‟s use them to send a resounding message to our elected officials.
We can and Must do this!
From the Desk of Angela M. Evans, Vice President for Programs
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DILLARD CHOIR CAPS HOLIDAY SEASON
WITH PERFORMANCE AT WHITE HOUSE
Over the holiday season, the young men and women of the
Dillard University Concert Choir capitalized on the
opportunity of a lifetime when they traveled from New
Orleans to Washington, D.C. and performed at the White
House. Dillard‟s ensemble was among the select few
university choirs invited to perform at the White House in
December. On the morning of Dec. 7, they performed for
two hours in the building‟s East Wing for guests touring
the building and viewing its holiday decorations.
The choir, dressed in matching tuxedos and black dresses,
performed an inspired selection of Christmas classics and
contemporary holiday tunes. On the evening before their White House performance, Dillard
University
hosted a reception for the choir and D.C. area alumni in the Georgetown Room of the Dupont Circle Hotel.
The choir performed holiday selections and met former denizens of Dillard – many of whom helped make the
choir‟s D.C. trip possible through generous donations.

WILBERFORCE CHOIR SANG AT WHITE HOUSE
The 18-voice group, under faculty member Jeremy Winston‟s direction,
performed during a party hosted by President Barack and First Lady
Michelle Obama on Thursday, December 15. The performance was part of
the choir‟s holiday season tour, which also included concerts in New
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and the Washington D.C. area. Wilberforce
is a private liberal arts university affiliated with the African Methodist
Episcopal Church and located in Wilberforce, Ohio. The choir, which was
part of the Dayton Opera‟s production of “Porgy and Bess” during the
2010-11 season, recently performed with singer Roberta Flack and has shared the stage with Wynton Marsalis
and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.

TUSKEGEE AND AUBURN UNIVERSITIES TO
EXPLORE THE LIFE OF GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
Tuskegee‟s most celebrated professor and scientist will be remembered during George
Washington Carver Day programs held at Tuskegee University and Auburn University,
respectively, on Saturday, January 21, 2012. The programs will focus on several aspects
from Carver‟s life and work including science, nutrition, environmental conservation
and art. Panel discussions on the scientist will be held at both institutions. The first
discussion will be at 10:AM at the George Washington Carver Museum located on
Tuskegee‟s

campus, and the second discussion will be held at 3:PM at Auburn

University‟s Ralph Brown Draughon Library.
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NOMINATION AND ELECTION REPORT

An election of all officers of the National Alumni Council (NAC) of the United Negro College Fund (UNCF)
will be held during Conference 2012 in Orlando, Florida. Per Article III Section 1 of the NAC Constitution, the
following are the officers of the NAC who shall be elected for a two year term:
President
Vice President of Programs
Vice President of Membership
Vice President of Public Relations
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Regional Representatives for each of the four regions: Midwest, West, Northeast, Southeast
The Nominating Committee wishes to express appreciation to the NAAs and IACs who submitted nominees
in response to the three “calls” issued. Additional nominations can be made from the floor during the first
business session of the conference. These are the rules for nominations from the floor:
The Nominee or nominator must provide a completed nomination form to the Nominating Committee.
The Nominee must satisfy all constitutional requirements:
According to Article VI Section 1 and Article VIII Section 1, the criteria for candidacy are as follows:
Nominee must be an active member of a financial alumni organization.
Nominee must have attended at least one NAC/NPAC conference.
Nominee must have the experience and qualifications for the office sought.
Nominee must have the endorsement of their NAA and/or IAC.
Nominee must submit requested credentials to the Nominating Committee in sufficient time to allow
vetting and sufficient time to allow preparation of a final ballot.
If you have any question or would like to request a nomination form, please contact the Nominating Committee Chair, Dr. Tophas Anderson, at 713-557-1195 or e-mail him at tophas3@aol.com.
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 SAVE THE DATE 
67th NAC/55th NPAC Leadership Conference
February 13-17, 2013
Atlanta Marquis Marriott

THE CHICAGO INTER-ALUMNI COUNCIL/UNCF
Will Present

"Building for the Future on the Shoulders of Giants"
Saturday, March 10, 2012 ▪ 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
New Martinique Banquet Complex
8200 S. Cicero Ave.
Burbank, IL

Tickets - $60 ▪ Sponsorship - $1000 for table of 10
Please RSVP by March 1, 2012 to the following:
Michelle Jackson - Chair (773) 203-6879
Joyce Delk - (708) 642-4025
Kathy Wallace - (773) 805-0146
Rubye Taylor-Drake - (312) 758-1885
Marcus Bullock - (763) 651-2556
Jann Honore', UNCF Regional Development Director - (312) 845-2210
Herman L Davis, President
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